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| SA AC SHARD Eta; 
| fa Sheriff of the County of Sv) RRE Y, 


And to the 


alemen of the Grand Jury. of the ſaid Com 


William Scawen Kaigb. John Debble 7 
r James Bateman Knight. A Auſt ſt in 4 os 
il 0n/lowe Eſq; James Clarke Eſq; 
LE. IJ Deny Eſq; 

4 4 r Heſſe Eſg ; Robert Bocg hl Eſq, 

, Jolliſfe Bly I Jon Hatton Bly © 
| 22 Eſq; | | Thomas Gratwick Eſc 4. 

| Talia ilkinfon Eſq; Jon Taylor Gent. 

8 Carem Eſq; Galriel Glover Gent. 


Gentlemen, 


ve ſpaſſed upon your Patience by Preach» 
= | x the Sermon, to be guilty of the ſame fault 
1 tedious Dedication : Aud there- 
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2 what where my Inducements to yield 


io Hatton E q; Nicholas Palmer Gent. 13 
e Evelyn Eſq; | William Overman Gent W 
id Belitha Eſq; 370 


Am u Confeidbe#6 my ſelf, of DIY 


FW 1 ball detain you no longer, than whilſt I 


1 „* * = att 8 2 — IE 2222 w 8 
r A.” Es b 1 — — — — 1 * — — "I 
. ne A —ͤ —„— 2 ä En Si — 2 > - 2 i Le 
> "IM 5 9 2 2 3 =; S 2 * N = ” — > E 4 | 2 — z 


to 0 your - in Defire, that this haſty Cm 


— . 8 
— IO N. 


poſition might be expoſed to Publick Vie 
The firſt was this, That I might do ſg 
(tho but ſmall Service to the Cauſe of Re 
Tigion, which calls for all the help that caf 
be had, againſt the domineering Power 
Tufidelity and Profaneneſs ; and the ne 
That I might give the World a Prof of thi 
great, and therefore juſt, Eſteem, that 
have for you, by ſubmitting to your Jud 
ment, in contradiction to my own Tucluath 
ons and Intereft. Which u the utmoſt Ri 
ſpect and , that he is 9 oj 
000 4 15 FE ; 
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Your moſt Obedient, 
and Humble N | 
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Ry * Icharged your Judges at that time, ſay- 
can ing, Hear the cauſes between your Bre- 
ben, and judge righteonſly between every 
lan and his Brother, and the ſtranger 
thi that 1s with him. 
al not reſpect Perſons in Judgment, but 
he wm ſhall hear the ſmall as well as the great: 
an „ ſhall not be afraidof the Face of Man, 
fir the Judgment is Gods ; and the Cauſe 
at 15 too hard for you, bring it unto me, 
MW id Till hear it. 5 


[N the Precedent part of this Chapter, we 
have Moſes, the Prophet and greatLaw-giver 
ot the Few, telling them, that when after ma- 
I elious Journeys, they were ſettled in Canaan; 
that was no longer a Land of Promiſe, but 
bolleſſion, he was ſo intent upon their laſting 
ag bre, that he deſigned not only to make them 
Wiſhing People, but to keep them ſo. And 
er thereto, he carefully framed a good Body 
WH vorernment ; well knowing, that if the 
MF icrpoile of Reward and Puniſhment went 


B right, 


n 
right, the Wheels of the great Clock coy 
ſearcely fail. But being mindful of his Fath 
in-law Fethro's advice, which by Experience 
found to be good, he tells them at the 14 
Verſe, The Lord your Got hath multiplied 
and behold, ye are this day as the Stars of He 
for Multitude; Which J am ſo far from he 
grieved at, that 1 bleſs God for it: But f 
number maketh the weight of my Office inf 
portable. For how can I my ſelf alone bear 1 
cumbrance, and your burden, and your fir 
And for a proper Remedy of this Inconvenient 
| order'd you to preſent ſome Perſons to md 
the higheft Rank and beſt Character among yl 
that I might chooſe out of them ſuch, as by tl 
_ Wiſdom and Integrity were duly qualify'd forf . 
weighty Office of a judge; which, When I! 

done, and conferr'd that Power upon them, wh 
I my ſelf received from God, I then gave tl 
this Charge, Hear the Cauſes between your Bret! 
Kc. In which Words we have theſe three Thi 
conſiderable. 5 en off 
I. The Duty of the Magiſtrate, which is, In 
act impartially, and without reſpe& of Perſalf 9h 
II. And ſecondly a Reaſon to enforce it, Mien 
cauſe the Jugment is Gde. 


III. We have Moſes's Zeal for the advancil 


ie } + (CG IRR: We, io. 5; £56387 | _ 1 equi 
Juſtice, expreſſed in theſe words; T he Cauſe 3 


too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will 
"= 


pcs 


(3 

. The ee les rate muſt he 1mpartial, deter- 
ine all Matters tl ne 15 ought before him fair- 
ind equitably ; : che muſt be cautious not only of 
youring great Ones, a Crime which without Di- 
ence and, Circumſpection he may eaſily (lip in- 
for theRich and Powerful are too commonly 
eſumed to be in the right, but he muſt beware 
{Vain-glory, and a miſtaken Pity in countenan- 
ng the Poor too much, and making their very 
oerty to become a Leit of Bribe. For in eve- 
Miniſter of God, Juſtice and Mercy ſhould 
pet together, and Kits each other. The Magi- 


id warmth in his Circuit, only with this differ- 
ce, that all muſt not equally partake of his In- 
hence; or rather, he muſt be like that Pillar of 
i and Cloud, which accompanied God's Peo- 
e thro' the Wilderneſs, i. e. he muſt yield Re- 
ehment to ſuch as are true Iſraelites, and in 
om is no Guile; but ſtrike a Terror into all 


pon other Mens Goods, either by Rapine or 
ſtealth ; as if they did indeed believe a Platonick 


ght to any thing, which he had not either 
Frength or Wit enough to keep. And this im- 
al Proceeding in the Magiſtrate, 1s expreſſy 
auired by God, at Levit. 19. 15. Te ſhall not 
| b righteouſneſs, in Fe, t bon ſhalt not re- 
be Perſon of the Poor, tho' ſome take occa- 
1. 7 fon 


ute then muſt, like the Sun, communicate light 


mreſhive , or fraudulent Aigyptians, who ſeize 


nmunion, and no Body in their Opinion, had 


(4) 
ſion from thence to cenſure thee as uncharitabie 
nor honour the Perſon of the Mighty, tho! ther 
by thou weakneſt or deſtroyeſt thy hopes ande 
pectancies, but in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou Ju 
thy Neighbour. Whofoever therefore he be th 
is concerned in the Execution of Juſtice, he my 
have a watchful Eye over himſelf, leaſt either fea 
intereſt or popularity, put a falſe byafs to hi 
Underſtanding, but be as indifferent towards; 
Perſons as the Laws themſelves are, which knoff 
no Body. He ſhould look upon all ignoble I) 
ſigns as beneath him, and be always unwilling 
be guilty of ſuch. unworthy Practices, as an ui 
right Heart will never let him ſtand in need Mas 
Thus did , and found comfort in ſo doing 
we read at Chap. 29. I was Eyes to the blind, Aft 
Feet was I to the lame. Twas a Father to the pool 
and the cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched i: 
And 1 brake the Jams of the Wicked, and pur 
the Spoil out of his Teeth. And when a Perſon WM 
his Temper, who was ſometimes high in Fortunl 
but always in Courage and Worth, is put intq 
powerful Station, Men naturally aſpire to an in 
tation of him. For by making the Law a RA 
to himſelf, he maketh his Practice a Rule to othel 
And becauſe every thing that is praiſe-worth 
is beſt illuſtrated by its contrary, and doth tn 
appear moſt glorious, when it is ſet off with 
advantage of a Foil, I ſhall for the recommeng 
tion of Equity, ſhew what Evils attend Injulth 
even in this life. ly "1 


\(*B/) 
Firſt, It expoſes a Man to more Crimes. One 
ricked Action being naturally productive of ano- 
her, eſpecially of the fame kind; as one circle 
on the face of the Waters produces a ſecond, 
nd that a third, and all of them increaſe in 
readth, as they do in number. If the Magi- 
ate be ſo unfortunate or mean- ſpirited, as to be 
rer-awed into a wrong Sentence, he mult for 
wer after lie at the Mercy of him that he com- 
ied with, who will upon all occaſions puſh him 
n to the like Vileneſs. And then he will fare 
ee a worſted Army, which, if cloſely purſued 
Wi their prevailing Enemies, will find it an hard 
ak to rally again. Such Wretches there have 
en who have endeavour'd by many baſe and 
bibtile Arts to pervert Juſtice, that they might 
hereby give the Scarlet a deeper Tincture than 
nlinzry by dying it in the Wearer's Bluſhes. 
ich brings me to the conſideration of another 
Evil, which attends Injuſtice in this Life. 
Secondly, Shame and Infamy to him that is 
pulty of it; which will be ſo much the greater 
Ir not having it in his Will to do Good when it 
ras abſolutely in his Power. For a Crime is al- 
wether as capable of a high Aggravation from 
Ie dignity of the Perſon that commits it, as from 
tie dignity of him, againſt whom it is commit- 
d. And what a ſad Affliction muſt it be to a 
lan, to be undone by him to whom he fled for 
ge, and after many toſſings in the 1 of 
Oni 


9 


Contention, to have his Fortune Ship-wracke 


in that Haven, to which he ſteer'd his Cour ? 
for Reſt and Safety? And {uch,a,perfidious 50 e 
is the corrupt Magiſtrate, which | Wl afford 0 
Rock to ſhelter, but only to daſhin pieces. H i 
therefore that will ſuffer a Flatterer to entrap, Ml .. 
a Bluſterer to drive him into a Snare, that u 0 
have a more awful regard to a great Man than i 
his Conſcience, is a foul Reproach to his Naty; A 
and a fouler to his Office; and without increff in 
ble Pains for the future, in the purſuit, of Thir 0 
that are honeſt, will never be able to wipe off of n 
Stain, and retrieve that Honour which he ha ei 
deſervedly forfeited. Hitherto I have treatedq 6 
ly of the decifive part of Juſtice, and ſhewn h call 
the Magiſtrate ſtands oblig'd to guard Mens Pri. 
perties, come we in the next place to conſideſi gi. 
in its Coercive and Punitive Part. And heren 
will appear to be his Bufineſs to . puniſh Wig Ty 
edneſs and Vice, and to maintain true Religh rhicl 
and Vertue ; which was intimated by St. P4 hi 
1. Tim. 2.2. where heexhorteth that Prayer eile 
made for all that are in Authority, not only tf 4 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, but fig 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty too. And that Rei ri 
on very properly falls under the Magiſtrates Cal! thi 
I ſhall endeavour to: evince from two Config ot be 
tions, the firſt whereof reſpects oni 
1. God himſelf, who is of purer Eyes tha... 
behold Iniquity without Indignation. uni 


2 3 
. And the ſecond reſpects. the Community. 
. It is the Magiſtrates Duty towards God to 
ke Care of Religion, T hat the moſt High and 
% One , who inhabiteth Eternity, may have 
at Worſhip paid to him, which is due without 
ny Contract. For we are all born his Subjects, 
1d conſequently owe him a natural Allegiance ; 
thich we ought by no means to withold from 
tu n, till we can find! out a Place, that is exempt 
om his Providence and Juriſdiction. And in- 
edit is high time for thoſe who are inveſted 
in Power to give ſome ſhelter to Religion, ſince, 
keits Maſter, 1t can ſcarcely tell where to lay 
Head. For now a- days the Authority of God 


ke 
url 
Po 


nce of theſe Tenets, be not the Cauſes of A- 


aulled in queſtion, The Divinity of our Saviour, 
b immortality of the Soul, and The Reſur- 
eon of the Body, flatly denied; And, to our 
eie ame be it ſpoken, All this is done in a Chriſti- 
Wig n Country, I heartily wiſh, that the Books 
17 hich have been lately Printed among us, in de- 
Je eim in the Readers, as] ſear they have been the 
9 Flas of it in the Writers. And now, as Abraham 
. ad to God, ſhall not the Judge of all the Earth 
55 bt So ſay I, for God, ſhall not the Judge of 
le Earth have right done to him? Shall he 


at be avenged for theſe Things, which are ſo 
bominably wicked, that they ought never to be 
zention' d, but in order to their Confutation or 
uniſnment? Io "ooo i 
| 2. The 


0 
0 


per Baſis of every Building that is made yy ; 
Men, as of lively Stones. And therefore it j 


Dominion over us. Nay thoſe very Vices, whic 
feem to carry a malignant Aſpect only toward 


at length falls into an unſuſpected Ruin. ThI 


maketh him to diſturb the Peace by Murders; 
Robberies. And no wonder, if when he 1s bl 


him, he ſets upon others with violence, un 


and a profeſſed Enemy of our Country, thi 


2. The Magiſtrate muſt take care of Religo 
for the Communities ſake. For no Society «© 
be kept up without Government, and no Goyery 
ment without Righteouſneſs, which is the We 


neceſſary to the Health and Life of a Conſtituſ 
on, that unruly Appetites ſhould be held in wit 
a (trait Rein, leaſt they and deſtruction get th 


the Perſons of them that commit. them, by dg 
grees ſpread their Contagion over the whole Bq 
dy Politick, which moulders away inſenſibly, al 


Idleneſs brings a Man to Poverty, and Povert 


the 
hol 
Id y 
ald! 
ance 
no 
w. 
t Cl 


ort 


come as miferable and wicked as ſloth can mal 


want comes upon himſelf as an armed Man. Af 
if ſuch Vices muſt be ſuppreſſed, as threaten ti 
Community with a diſtant Danger, much mol 
ought thoſe to be extirpated, which 1mmedut 
ly ſhed a direful influence upon it. 1 
The Truth is, as to. what concerns tl 


Publick, I can ſee no other difference betwil ity 
a wicked Subject, that deſpiſeth the Things MF" 
Ow: 


God, that profanes his Holy Name and Dai 4 


_thel 


+ 2 WM 
here is betwixt him that lays a train of Gun- 
der, and him that ſets it on Fire, where 
ere is a mutual concurrence to all the Miſchief 
at is done, tho' the latter give the finiſhing 
oke. As the good Manners of a People de- 
nd very much upon the execution of Juſtice ; 
doth their Felicity depend no leſs upon their 
od Manners ; even to that degree, that I dare 
confident all Hiſtory will not afford an Inſtance 
y one Nation, that did not keep its Glory 
jilſt it was Vertuous; or did not loſe it, when 
became Vitious. Now, beſides the Advantages 
ataccrue to the Publick by the maintenance of 
gion, of which all are Partakers that deſerve 
be ſo, the very Law of Retaliation obligeth 
urts of Judicature to ſupport Religion, be- 
ue they are ſupported by it. For the Ground 
W (cir Proceedings, is a Teſtimony upon Oath, 
bout which there would be no end of Strife. 
et what would an Oath fignify, if Men 
ud rid themſelves of the fear of Divine Ven- 
ance for Swearing falſely ? If they were un- 
o dread of an All- ſeeing, tho' inviſible Pow- 
iat hich would puniſh them for their moſt ſe. 
WE Crimes ? And becauſe in Judgment the laſt 
Wt is had to an Oath, which is the utmoſt Se- 
ity that any one give for his Truth and Ho- 
ty, to the intent that no Man may prejudice 
eon Eternal Welfare, or the temporal Inter- 
af lis Neighbour by Perjury, I ſhall beg your 
3 Patience, 


| ( 10) 
Patience, whilſt 1 brietly explain the nature 
an Oath, which implies two Things. 8 


I. An appeal to God as a Witnels, or Guary 
tes. 
II. An invoking him as an avenger of Falſho 
I. It is an appeal to God as a Witneſs, fh 
God, whoſe infinite Knowledge maketh it as i 
poſſible for him to be deceived, as his immut 
ble Truth doth to deceive. And then what d 
ſufferable Impudence muſt it be in Men, not( 
ly to diſſemble, but to call upon God to bear v 
neſs to their Diſſimulation, and to do their 
moſt, to make him a Liar, like unto themſely 
II. It is an invoking God, as an avenger 
Falſhood, an appeal, not only to his Knowled 
but his Juſtice; which as it is the higheſt Secy 
ty that a Man can offer, ſo is it the ſtrong 
Obligation to Truth. For in this Caſe, he dq 
in ettect ſay thus, I utterly renounce the Mel 
of Heaven, and not only conſent, but deſiretf 
God's Judgments may purſue me through this 
to the other World, if I do not now keep 
Tong ue from Evil, and my Lips | from | ſpea 7 
Guile, And therefore to every one that ſhall 
Evidence in any Cauſe, before this Honour 
Aſſembly, I ſhall apply the Words of my Ta 
ben thou Sweareſt have no reſpec of Perſons, 
bear true Teſtiman) in bebalf of the Small, u 
as the Great, and be not afraid of the Face of A 
for the Oath is God's, as he himſelf hath exp 


( 11 ) _ 

clared in ſeveral Places of Scripture, particu- 
ly, at 2. Sam. 21.7. and Eccleſ. 8. 2. When 
Tereſore thou toucheſt the facred Book with un- 


— 


ny thy Saviour with a feign'd Kiſs. 


| Moſes for uprightneſs in Judges. But before 
lo, I ſhall crave leave to add ſomething, to 


particular Qualification in a Magiſtrate, which 
ſolutely neceſſary to the right determination 
| Cauſes, whether they be Criminal or Ju- 


liteneſs of Mind in him, that is to hear and 
imine them, or a patient Attention to what 


ce for the remedileſs Infirmities of ſome of the 
ſerers A want of which Temper may reduce 


| i nſternation with that of a Prifoner. For it 
morally impoffible that a Man of a mean Fi- 
te (ould not falter in what he hath to ſay, 


n, with a double dread upon his Spirits, not 
of the awfulneſs of his Preſence, but of his 
lerity too. Nay even a Malefactor is to be 


ss ſome pity due to the Man, tho' not to 
pa otender. But I ſhall not purſue this Subject 
: | 23 any 


hould now proceed to the Argument alledg'd 


ut [not long ſince delivered in this Place (upon 
alon of ſuch a Meeting as this is) concerning 


dal, betwixt Party and Party; and that is, a 


il be offer'd to him, with a favourable allow 


n he ſhall approach a Perſon ſo much above 


lowed Lips, thou doft, like another Judas, 


wodeft and humble Witneſs, to almoſt the ſame 


ly treated; for whatever his Demerits be, 


wy = 


any further in my own Words, becauſe I find m 
ſelf, happily prevented by one of your Lordſhir 
Predeceſſors, who in his Speech to the Lon 
Chancellor, when he was admitted one of th 
Juſtices of the Common Pleas, expreſſed himid 
thus. As to the diſcharge of my Duty betyi 
Parties, it is impoſhble to be performed with 
© out theſe two Cardinal Vertues, Temper anf 
© Cleanneſs of Hands. Temper compreheni 
© Patience, Humility, and Candour. It ſeemst 
* me that ſaying, Be quick to hear, and ſlow 
© ſpeak, was made on purpoſe for a Judge ; no d 
erection can be apter, and no Character becom 
© him better. And he that would not be faidf 
. © have but one Ear, methinks ſhould be aſhamd 
© to have none. And J appeal te your Lordſhip 
© Experience, if a patient Attention accompanig 
© with indifferent Parts, and a competency in tl 
Law, with a Mind fairly diſpoſed for Inform 


tis 
ut 
ſeth 
Hol 
hot 


el, 


tion or Conviction, will not as to Uſe and co nd 
© mon Benefit, exceed the profoundeſt Know led. 
© and moſt towring Underſtanding, that is atteq i 
© ed withan impetuous haſte, either out of a git 
© of ſpeaking, or too great a fulneſs of hin" 
And for Humility, tho' I will not ſay that e, 

© impatient Man is Proud (becauſe that may ode 
from other Cauſes) yet every proud Man 15 erf 


© patient, ſometimes of Information, away, 
© ContradiCtion ; and he muſt be violent to mt 
* tain his own Imperiouſneſs. Theſe - — nd e 
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houghts of that Great Man upon this momen- 
us Subject, which he hath dreſſed up in fo good 
[anguage, that no Body can ſufficiently commend. 
, unleſs he be endowed with an equal Meaſure 
of EloquenceGeG. 2:15! 
And fo 1 paſs from the Duty laid down in my 
Text, to the Reaſon wherewith Moſes enforceth 
u. For the Judgment is Gods. Now that a 
Windgment may be ſuch as God ſhall own, theſe two 
Wings are neceſſary. 5 
1, That it be agreeable to his Word. And, 
2, That it proceed from lawful Authority. 
1, [t muſt be agreeable to Gods Word ; not that 
tis neceſſary that a Judge ſhould be able to quote 
WL: [ext of Scripture for every Sentence that he paſ- 
kth; but that no Sentence ſhould be contrary to 
Holy-Writ ; that Book of Statutes which muſt 
lot be repeal'd or alter'd ; as being, like God him- 
lf, Yelterday, and to Day, and the ſame for ever. 
nd this 1s a Rule of Life to every one, as well 
publick as private Perſons. For no Man is too 
die to be directed, or too Great to be controul'd 
it. But for thoſe who are God's Miniſters and 
pointed to Act in his Name, inſtead of puniſh- 
I's, to eftabilſh Iniquity, this is not to fulfil, but 
deſtroy the Law; and to vouch Divine Authority 
or ſuch enormous Practiſes, is, as much as in them 
es, to divide the Kingdom of Heaven againſt it 
The meaſures of Right and Truth are fix d, 
Wl every Decree that comes not up to them, is 
5 „ _ Not. 


(14) 
not of God, and therefore ſhould not ſtand. | And 
at the great Aſſize, when God ſhall give every 

Cauſe a fecond hearing, then ſhall all Men Reapy 
they Sowed, and he that hath done wrong in the 
Seat of Judgment, ſhall receive for the wrong thy 
he hath done to Man by his Oppreſſion, and tt 
God by proſtituting his Honour; and there ſhall ly 


no) reſpect of Perfons, but ſuch as the trembling of: 
fender would be. glad to renounce, when for t 
abuſe of his Character he ſhall receive the great 
Damnation. And Wo be to that Man, to who ie 
God ſhall then fay, as he did heretofore to a I 
lool d for Fudgment, but behold Oppreſſion; and Win: 
Rig hteonſneſs, but be hold a Cry. __ 7 
2. The ſecond Thing neceflary to make td 
Judgment Gods, is that it be done by Commiſſoi ea 
from him. For no Man may take this Honour ich 
himſelf, but he that is called of God, as was AMoſeſ i: 
And for this reaſon it was, that when Plate toi n 
our Saviour, That he had Power either to Cruciſii ; 
or to Releaje him, he immediately replied ; T 7e 
could*ft have no Power againſt me, except it were gti 
en thee from above. | he Power of Life and Deati 
then is the Perogative of Heaven, and he that (hal: 
dare to ute the Sword without Authority fro ec 
thence will find it to be two-edged, and mai" 
deeper Wounds in himſelf, than in him that M. 
{trikes. For he doth thereby invade Gods Rigi en 
_ who hath enſtated it on the Magiſtrate, as a pal" | 
ive 


of his Dominion; who, by whomſoever be bel 


polg 


„ 
u ee to be choſen, whether by God or the People, 

et hath this Power of the Sword immediately 
a 45 God; the People not having that Power over 


the ei own Lives, and therefore not able to give it 


hin. For no one can make over a greater Right 
Mans ſelf be lawful, the People could not enable 
the Magiſtrate to take away their Lives. It re- 
ans then, that either he muſt have this Power 


ſeit, but every Execution will be downright 
under; which to aſſert, would open a Gap to all 


u Inſolence. For then the moſt notorious Of- 


Wc:cth, if no Man may take the Forfeiture, And 
ch a licentiouſneſs and impunity muſt needs have 


Mn he himſelf had. And therefore unleſs killing 


on on High, or elſe he can never lawfully Exer- 


inds and degrees of Craft and Fury, of Subtilty 


nder may ſecurely forfeit his Life as often as he 'Y 


oe ery fatal Conſequence. For to pardon all, is 


much Cruelty, as it is to pardon none. 

Ihe laſt Thing that I am to fpeak to from my 
ae, i Moſes's zealous concernment for the pro- 
ing Juſtice, expreſſed in theſe Words, The 


al bat 1s too hard for you, bring it unto me, and 


WJ bear it. He had more Goodneſs and Pru- 
ence, then to lay heavy Burdens upon others, 


not touch them with his own Fingers. And 


auſe it might ſometimes be as troubleſome to 
ul"! Refractory toobey it, he not only giveth them 


ſuch 


lem to explain the Law, as it was to the Lewd- 


ale, but requireth them to repair to him in all 


i), 


fuch Exigencies, that he might teach them t. 
thing that was right. And this is the courſe th4 
all inferiour Magiſtrates /hould take, and all the 
are wiſe will, viz. to conſult my Lords the Jud 
es in every Cauſe that is too hard for them, the 


being the authentick Interpreters of the Law, au 
conſequently Guardians of our civil Libertie % 
So that there is no better Expedient for them wil x 
act in a lower Sphere of Juſtice, then, when the i 
meet with any puzling Difficulties, to take the d 10 
rections of ſuch, who muſt be allowed to be if . 
proper Guides of thoſe leſſer Lights. 1 And whil C 
the Judges, with an uncommon Sagacity, improy FM 
by Study and Experience, unty ſuch Knots, af E 
bring them, who are willing to be difentangled, o A 
of their intricate Labyrinths, we muſt ackno =... 
ledge our ſelves indebted to them, not only f L 
their own Juſtice, but for theirs too whom te 
inſtruct in the way of Righteouſneſs. I hi lice 
now make two Inferences from what hath been ſi Me 
and fo conclude. _ 1 irn 
I. The particular Directions given by Moſes M 
the Judges in my Text, may ſerve to teach us Me 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of Juſtice, for the preſeri nd] 
tion of our Lives and Fortunes; that we may nal 
a Fence and Guard againſt Mens wild Dehres s I 
injurious Paſhons ; and if the preceptive part. 
the Law cannot make them, 1n the Pali bus 
Phraſe, to keep Innocence, the Sanction Mo 
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bring them to Repentance. And tho” Libe 


„ A RO 
1 look upon every reſtraint from diſorderly Liv- 

ng as an - unreaſonable Severity, and account all 
ubjection Slavery; yet when the Matter ſhall be 
hroughly Scann'd, this will be found to be a No- 
an, begotten by Humour, and ſuſtained by Pre- 
dice, For fo, tho' the great Duty which the 
Goſpel enjoins be Self-denial, yet St. James is not 
fad to ſtile it a perfect law of liberty. And fo no 
bubt it is; for it allows us all kind of Satisfactions 
at are not inconſiſtent with the true Intereſt of Soul 
nd Body. And I cannot imagine with what Pru- 
lence or Conſcience, any one could endeavour to 
irow down our Boundaries, and to put things into 
ich a State, as if he ſhould ſucceed in his Attempt, 
ke beſt that could be hoped for would be a delive- 
ce out of it. For a little Experience would 
ere to convince him of the truth of that Axiom, 
lat it is better to live where nothing is lawful, then 
there all things are. But God be thanked, tho” 
lice hath of late Years ſtruggled hard for the up- 
er Hand, it hath not as yet got the Maſtery of 
ſittue and Authority; but the Law written in our 
books can ſtill ſtrike a terror into them, who have 
lac'd that which was written in their Hearts. 
where J cannot forbear mentioning to you a moſt 
vluble Priviledge, tho like Gods daily Mercies 
$ become cheap by its frequency, which is this, 
lat we are not wearied with ſeeking Juſtice by te- 
ous journeys, but have it brought home to our 
u ors, when our Judges imitate the great 
bo 
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IW ho went from Tear to Tear in circniteto Bitbel a 
Gilgal, and Mixpetb, and judged Iſrael in all tlyf 
Places, 1. Sam. 7. 16. It were well indeed, if Me 
would be righteous in all their Dealings, and non 
go beyond or defraud his Brother; but ſince ther 
will be injurious Perſons, ſuch as would rather in 
ploy. their Hands in Stealth or Violence, than IA 
bour, it is a great Happineſs that we can have oy 
Wrongs redreſſed, and a greater that it can be don 
with as much eaſe as uprightnels. _ 1 


2. From the Magiſtrates receiving his Commil 
ſion from God, and ſuſtaining his Perſon, it is A 
vious to infer, that he ought to be had in Reverency 
which is a Duty of ſo great importance, that it 
not poſſible for it to be too much Inculcated. 
is true, God hath put a divine Stamp upon all thi 
Works of his Hands, but this is more viſible an 
ſhines brighter in Man, than in inferiour Creature 
which he hath put in ſubjection under his Feet 
but in thoſe that are in Authority, it is drawn! 
the higeſt Perfection, far above all that is to be ſeg 
in the reſt of the ſublunary World. Tho' woch 
God made Man Lord of the Creation, he dl 
by that vouchſafement adorn him with ſome Raj 
of his Majeſty, yet he put ſo much greater Luſt 
upon the Magiſtrate, that I may with alluſion Wl 
what the Apoſtle ſpeaks at, 2 Cor. 3. 10. fay will 
him, that That which was made glorious, had nog 
ry in this reſpect, by reaſon of the glory that excel 
For the Image of God in Man Purely as fuch, 
; an 


** 
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ke an impreſſion made in Clay, but in the Magi- 
te it is like a Picture ſet in Gold and Enamel. 
je Juriſdiction then wWherewith he is inveſted. 
om above, giveth him a juſt Title to our Rever- 
ice; becauſe, it is an argument of a God-like Pow- 
to take away Life, as well as to give it. And 
tis may teach us, that though every Sin againſt 
an, isa Sin againſt God, yet he is more nearly con- 
med in thoſe Offences that are committed againſt 
Wh: \lagiſtrate. Becauſe every Indignity that is 
feed to a Repreſentative is a high affront to him 
« oat he repreſents. And tho' ſome Men, prompted 
Miter by Envy or Malice, take delight in ſpeaking 
it Wil of Dignities, contrary to Gods expreſs Com- 
dat Exod. 22. 28. T bou ſhalt not revile the gods, 
the Margin of our Bible, it is Judges, nor curſe 
ruler of thy People. Tho' this, I ſay, may ſome- 
nes happen, yet he that carefully and conſcienti-. _ 
uly diſchargeth his Duty, that never ſhrinks from 
200d Cauſe, nor cleaves to a bad one, will very 
dom fail of Honour and Eſtimation, both to his 
on and Place. For, as Solomon ſpeaks, Let not 
ercy and truth forſake thee: bind them about thy 
ck, write them upon the table of thine heart, fo. 
lt thou find favour and good underſtanding in the 
Et of God and Man. The diſtinguiſhing Robes 
itare appointed the Judges, the Attendance that 
yd to them, and the Care that is taken for the 
ervation of their Perſons, that they who are a 
Nece to others ſhould not want one themſelves, 
. 2 are 
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are ſufficient Proofs of the Goncernmentand Eſteg 
which the Government hath for them, and 
wiſe contrivance it is to procure the Veneration 
the Vulgar, which ſeldom riſe higher than Seni 
but what are theſe in compariſon with thoſe oth, 
Ornaments which ſhall make them appear illuſti 
ous in the Eyes of all good and diſcerning Peggy 
when as Jo ſpeaketh, they Shall put on riglien 
neſs us a garment, and cloth themſelves with Judomen 
as with a robe and diadem? | 
And now, My Lords, give me leave to be your 
membrancer, and put you in mind of the Hong 
which God by his Vice-gerent, hathconferr'd up 
you; that you may reſemble him in Righteouſneſ 
as well as in Power; go on in uſing the Sword th 

is put into your Hands, to that End and Pury 
for which it was deſign'd, viz. for the Puniſhndlif 
ok Evil Doers, and for the Praife and Safety 
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